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S. Ideas that have helped the mankind

Barterned Russell

BERTRAND ARTHUR WILLIAM RUSSELL (1872-1970), age an<R faferm e
(1872- 1970), a British philosopher, e fsifesr grif+, historian, zfiere®Rr, mathe-
matician, mforasr, advocate for social reform, smifS® gur & Wer, pacifist
wifargr and a prominent rationalist of the twentieth century, was a prolific
writer. R Siadl Tet % U WA dearg), 0% [0 (T8 fe 9 o Hit e &) des
| He was also a commentator on a large variety of topics. 98 &2 ¥R & fawdt ©
grtegen/fewoiiante off & | His comments on sex, marriage, politics, religion, science,
psychology, philosophy, socialism, education, Christ, Marx, Buddha and a host of other topics are
pithy and full of candour. @, fare, Terifa, o, fagm, mifasm, X4, gaTSTar, e, ade, 7, 9g ok o
& IR favdl R 37t fewfordt srefyut o7k wuganfam @ i g2 €1 1n 1950, Russell was awarded Nobel Prize in
literature 1950 &, 3&a @I difed &1 el gX&RR faam &, 'in recognition of his varied and significant
writings ' 39! fafay ek Ageyel of@m & ferg, in which he champions humanitarian ideals and freedom
of thought.' forg# & AT areif ok fomm &t wereran @1 gu e 3 & 1I'/As #fe one of the world's best-known
intellectuals, gfar & ga@ wferg gfgsnfaat & € uas 9, Russell's voice carried great moral authority. & &
1§ Hel Afderar grereRdt o | He was original and provocative in his attitude =g saa gfeor & 7 ik 3tete
(3fa #=a arer) 2 and clear and forceful in his style. 3= a0t <t # @y iz wwrer & | His writings 3Rt arat
emphasize reason, intelligence, human happiness, peace and liberty. &, gfgwrn, Ardr R/, i
SR T W SR &t g1 His major works include - et @ wgnett # wnfira € - A History of Western
Philosophy, . T feegt a1t e+ faradhl, Human Knowledge: Its Scope and Limits, g Aferst: 3cq &4 €8
feifiieg, Authority and the Individual, srafRer g g 3fefaserar, Has Man a Fact and fiction, &5 79 T %ae
ge firawE, My philosophical Development, sr firetaiftrera gaeade, Conquest of Happiness, &gt
(fasra urem) et &ft=m, Marriage and Morals, fst te Hiked, Roads to Freedom, g g wiem, In Praise of
Idleness, 2 g U1 @it amgeamg, Why | am not a Christian s a1g un te o1 frfgaa |
IDEA THAT HAVE HELPED MANKIND

Before we can discuss this subject =a@ vee f zr 34 fawa w2 a1 w2 @& We must form some
conception gr 313 & F® sTauren a4 gerit as to the Kind of effect ue uwra & 9 & that we consider a
help to mankind. fSr@ gaeiT Te TR @ ATear i ggg w¢ aagra & Are mankind helped when they become
MOre NUMErous? =1 AT &l 7d 9o (Hgg) el Sia o erferes g & & sme? Or when they become less
like animals? a1 (79) ST 398 uy] St wgixs &8 & sme? Or when they become happier? & (39) 59 at gRera
& smit? Or when they learn to enjoy a greater diversity of experiences? a1 (7@) Si< ai Hg gdl &
fafasar @1 e 3o A Sg? Or when they come to know more? 3 (q) sie &t Samer s @@t? Or when
they become more friendly to one another? a1 59 & U g & feig a1 arqerar & sme? | think g3 smar 8
all these things & @t < come into our conception gar @r=r (Srasrom) & a1t & | of what helps mankind,
it (o) Trraan i @eg it ¢ and | will say a preliminary word about them. sk & seare T F U HgT ga U
T FEM

fowR &t & feaay fou Teoiae &t we B 99 FURM U9 € § F1Ee A1F THaT o df Fale 3 &ed € BFEe. 3R
Hehrse @ 3 3 foorm AR TRE? 3R 3 § foem oy ages ufmeq? iR 3 3 foem guiRr? et 3 § & ¢ Targ
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31 Jex fRaftie) aifh TeiRIEwT? 9k 991 3§ 7 € A1 AIR? 3R 37 § faerm AR Theelt € o aFgR? g fires it it
g FH 3¢ IR FARA 3F FE gl Herge, U= g fod & o1 Hifafiadt a€ erarse 38

The most indubitable (z=fes=r) respect in which ideas have helped mankind is
numbers. &g, 998 3=t g fSrae ATaar &1 7eg H € (399 &) = & There must have been a time sraza
& us gHa e v when homo sapiens (&%) was a very rare species, S/ Ara Siifd Ues 31fd gefer Ui &t
gt subsisting precariously (fre.ismet) in jungles and caves, terrified of wild beasts, SrTeit st § €2
TSP 7R el # @ @ @ fate 9% @ @ having difficulty in securing nourishment . dive @
gIfte #34 § &fes ekt W @it | At this period g@ 91af¥ (ere1) & the biological advantage of his greater
intelligence, 37 e gigamit & Sia a9f<e @rd which  was cumulative s &=t @1, because it could be
handed on from generation to generation, #ife 3 T W& & gudt didt &l giaia #= (Sramar ok sern) S
a1 had scarcely begun to outweigh the disadvantages of his long infancy, his lessened
agility(=rfaferct) as compared with monkeys, and his lack of hirsute protection against cold. sit 35
(T19 %) T THA OF ASHRUA B T, IS G eltell 7 g 3R I & UTH 3V ¥ So o Y YGGR a1t 7 8 &
o (s ure) oA & T In those days, 34 feAt the number of men must certainly have been very small.
G i 191G S1a%y @ 9gd wH W@ @i The main use to which, e (7= 1 @@ 1) &8 39T
throughout the ages, 3g 42 #e & men have put their technical skill has been to increase the total
population. e aTat T FrIet TG i g % forg famar | do not mean that 731 3 g2firsr Ader 7 it this
was the intention, s7e 92! 3g¥a a1 but that it was, in fact, the effect. w araa & o w=re 7 o1 If this is
something to rejoice in, 3R I8 F= Mg &, then we have occasion to rejoice. it gaR urg mfet &
&1 (F)) STa| 41|

g TE Z<fadad W 3 T oMefears ¢ goe Haerse 391 9. & He & {9 o1 ered 3 g aft’g arat o 3
TR TR, gieafea fHeriered. 27 SiTa U 3, SXwEe 31Tt argee foed, &fam fethiered! 3 fyariifar ifede. Ue
feg diftae g ataraiiciere Teaiest 3Tt fgst Hex $eferiy, faa are FgEIeifed fawiat 3¢ Fe ot 82 oifF Tl SRR €
f&st o 3T B¢ TR MR Fice. 3 gt 291, § -TaR 3Tk H e Teell &a foa oft wifet. g 87 39 ¢ fo9, gamse
3 Uoid, 1 €4 Ue & 2fehehed ekt €91 o € ZTohid 3 Sleel UTgelR. 31TE g Afe M 42 g arel § 2%, 5 42 3¢ a1,
7 there, g Tthae. 3% (W 391 gmie ¢ WSiTgd 39, &7 9t &9 Jrehord ¢ YSifed.

We have also become, in certain respects, progressively less like animals. %= amer 3,
AT SAE & areit AR T (S Feme e €) | can think in particular of two respects: faR g & # 3 arre
¥ (38) d@ra g g first, that acquired, as opposed to congenital, vea Serz=it o1 & fauwda srfSwfed o1 (Fas
& 39TR a1 g &7 (S8 77w 7 STeR! & Frofl 7R ot 8 35 Ugen & 37 H srfenfed 7t a1 ag 7or o kg & St
2 &1 g1, Saifer SIar B st 77oT o7feres urg st 8) skills play a continually increasing part in human life,
Fivre (g o1 ot @@ & oar €) mia Sfad # s uffer furh 8, and, secondly, sfiz gudt e that
forethought (®afe) more and more dominates impulse. $ s/ R (T 7=y &2 397 797 #) TAET
(e @2 gt faar T @) O aiferes gt @ & 1 In these respects we have certainly become progressively
less like animals. =1 amoelt & gaelvT STEd @ SToit AR 71T € (87777 A% 71T §)

3t &9 3ifedl faH, 37 T {Weeg, Tftae e d1se A, 318 & e 3 Uleager 31t ¢ YWael; B, o
TFRIE, T SMTUIGE € Frotvied, et W 37 g 3Tl 2aghifen UTe 34 i 1w, U, Yaheet!, 3¢ widfe AR Y AR
e . 3 4ol TEUded df €9 el faaH Tfaet o arge U e

As to happiness, STef @& @it & et &, | am not so sure. & gar amsged 18t g, Birds, it is true,
die of
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hunger in large numbers during the winter, 3 &= & fo fafeat @ & #Ror 3t & ft & ifvew g & g ¢ if
they are not birds of passage. swr & ave fafear 7 & @ But during the summer they do not foresee this
catastrophe, @ife AT & RA 3 29 qaTE A YT g (WferaTolt) T8 @ it & or remember how nearly
it befell them in the previous winter. a1 a1g v&@ urcht & & fodt &9 T 3 (3yw) e or fsett wdf & With
human beings the matter is otherwise. o1 & @4 (3) "N sw=gen (F @) g1 | doubt 721 o1+ € f
whether the percentage of birds that will have died of hunger during the present winter (1946-47) is as
great as the percentage of human beings that will have died from this cause in India and central Europe
during the same period. aam aféar (1946-47) % 17 97 T 937 aret aferal 1 9 391 & a1 ¢ S e
24t 31af¥ & g 9 SR A7 IO H 39 #ROT 8 (Y@ ¥) 734 e 59 & uforid & But every human death by
starvation is preceded by a long period of anxiety, and surrounded by the corresponding anxiety of
neighbors. & & a 28M S yEwd T TR € Yed ol 90y % Saret (S5 & TSRa € ofR 31 & 2+t (Sreh)
3g-urg & verdt @ gar g | We suffer not only the evils that actually befall us, greii fa 24 faugr @ & =&
=% Sft gEe U gfed gidt & but all those that our intelligence tells us we have reason to fear. afess 3@ @eft
(fouen) & o =amT gfg samar @ i ga smg The curbing of impulses to which we are led by forethought
averts physical disaster at the cost of worry, and general lack of joy. sma & fAdreor S 31fis &t fogs
Y I 2 B & Wl & 'Y H YRR et ok 19 4 3§ & 81 1 do not think that. & w8 drrar &t the
learned men of my acquaintance, &R S gg=r ardt fagA (de-fe@) @t even when they enjoy a secure
income, are as happy as the mice that eat the crumbs from their tables while the erudite (Tzerse)
gentlemen snooze 31 g1 T&d & ST Ueh 92 o1 S=an STt 39 U fod T & 29 U iR (99914 %) A (e &
TS B The) H @ F, 919 a1 fIg oo Fuhl & T & &, gelfer e e off rféra € In this respect,
therefore, I am not convinced that there has been any progress at all. zgifere zg amrel & & gma 6t § &
TEH TS YR 111 & (38 & GElt  ZoH gan €)

Ut ¢ guli, 3118 uA e @ fidR. 989, 3¢ 391 ¢, 3 31 @R 37 oSt o ey § fe, 3% § 1R e 959 i
TUST. 9€ ST § OFR § § AlC WMl (4 FHeegthl, ik TR 218 AR 3¢ St 37 31 g Wifawd faex. fag g digmw
g HeX 3 S1qATSTL. 3713 319C 53a § RECH 31 IS4 42 [Id & 3138 i TR egfar § oie faex 1946-47 91 4
I U g TRESH 311 g d15 4e faa &3 313 Wi fom i1 3 3fean U e 93 ey § 8 iRas. & 6t g
Y 91E ©RARMF 39 (UHiee 912 31 Af=1 UiRkge Sifth GRS/ Uz ardt, U TRISSE 1 § srieagif-a GeTrel/Qrreiigardt
ST o, - o G ATE Siiwlt § Sfaa o YargsTel! fAhie 3T, I 31 3T 42 3R Sefersiy Soet o df &d d9 ¢ fhe.
g i AT TS € [T t 3R o 912 wrate racy e feaiier Ue g #ite i i, T STRa ok AT Sire.
313 g 1E fifep 32 3 e A 31T H1S Sfdhrerd, 399 3 § Troi g of FHeRik 37, 9TR Ut &% U § H1S9 o 32 § o
T 3R 9 A15d § UJETSe Siea g1, 39 o8 iae, 3R, 3113 UH Afe Hiaw 3¢ 3T & fad Tt Wi Ue it

As to diversity of enjoyments, however, the matter is otherwise. gretie, STal ae 3g 314
&1 fafaeran 1 gare &, @mren Fo e & | remember reading an account of some lions 72t amg & (8) ug war o
%o I & 9 H who were taken to a movie showing the successful depredations of lions in a wild state,
STt gt fg@rd of S T 5 H R R Sedrgass st | fod 1Y Ri@r &1 fo@mar mar @1 but none of them got
any pleasure from the spectacle. «fe= 3a# @ foret =t oft aamn & F2 @R =& fAet Not only music, and
poetry and science, 7 Faa &7f, oIk Hfaar ok fagm, but football and baseball and alcohol, afford no
pleasure to animals. sfess esfer iR Sgera 3k R, ST & F off ameig 7 ga1 € 1 Our intelligence has,
therefore, z&ifey gamt gfg certainly enabled us to get a much greater variety of enjoyment than is open
to animals, ff3a TR W o1 81 & Igd TR AT Wi oal € I & geeer but we have purchased this
advantage at the expense of a much greater liability to boredom. ifer gH 35 o &l S ST & 9gd 91
IR & sgel H @iaT & (FF Steg) STHfee ot 21 o7idl € 3R 3 oft 971 €)
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But | shall be told that it is neither numbers nor multiplicity of pleasures that makes the
glory of man. gz samn mn & fo 7 &t (A= &) G &1 SIf¥e g R 7 2 @ 1 3R g1 799 &l AfgArar
s €1 1t is his intellectual and moral qualities. 3 € 37 (77 ) sifger qon A 1791 (S 38 7erT 777t 8)
It is obvious that we know more than animals do, 3 @ (w) &, f% &1 1 SR & Sa1er Sid ¢ and it is
common to consider this one of our advantages. 3 TH=T 31 &1 71 & it 3 (FHa &7 3% S7=r) STad O
geat # @ ua € Whether it is, in fact, an advantage, may be doubted. s 3 stamt & (77a #7) Jed € «fi? Wrig
29 U 4ag foran o gen € (T3 39 O Uog €) But at any rate it is something that distinguishes us from the
brutes. w fordt &g de 78 @ =it & fSrg eaeTt @i (A19a i) uxIsH & 37elT el &

Has civilization taught us to be more friendly towards one another? = zart desita
(@) A 2 Ueh-gEr o Ui arferes Bekiter e faamar €2 The answer is easy. starer amara ¢ | Robins (the English,
not the American species) Afa=g (smfke T, st wonfyar) peck an elderly robin to death, adiigg Wfea
fafean i 9fe aR 7R F= AR & € whereas men (the English, not the American species) Safe get (st
T, St wenifrar) give an elderly man an old age pension. sRiigg =afe it g1 Uvie gar & | Within the herd
we are more friendly to each other than are many species of animals, 19 gwg (Sma-fawgd) & ufd grelt
e TeaRitet & 2 Aad & gonfa & gerrere! (219t 3 Ui gHaT SR § 21f9e gea=iter €) but in our attitude
towards those outside the herd, in spite of all that has been done by moralists and religious teachers,
our emotions are as ferocious as those of any animal, @fer ferarfeat aum STEsil & I TS FA & IT99g
oft TR faRrgdt & wfy 2wy Aref, 2ard e Set foraeht & e g1 and our intelligence enables us to give
them a scope which is denied to even the most savage beast. 3R gardt 3fg 3 &8 =8 (g711 g7 1) "em
T Sl ISR G & ST Teh STelt SeR gR1 o STtk & (§ART gl 7 gARI geeil &1 Za1 9a 147 € 1 1g Sred!
SreR ot 3T 3 7l giar) It may be hoped, though not very confidently, sm=m & S @emt &, oel &
arerfasra & =, that the more humane attitude will in time come to prevail, & a3 are gaa & 8iiX aifds
HradTare! v wafera & but so far the omens are not very propitious. @i reft 0 28 & dhd 5o @19
(srgzer) T €1

All these different elements must be borne in mind in considering what ideas have done
most to help mankind. - fa=R € St ara Snfd & faw aifSe Fm amar R faer #:27 & fag 571 goft semr-
I Jedt @l A H e Tifed The ideas with which we shall be concerned may be broadly divided into
two kinds: ag faardt fom @ &0 Rie=ier &7 Ag, o g ¥4 § g W § faanfSra famn smogewa € those that
contribute to knowledge and technique, @ (ffaR) Sit 91 3k de-te & anTg &ar &, and those that are
concerned with morals and politics. afiz at St fo 3faerar ok Torifa & Gafea € 1 will treat first those that
have to do with knowledge and technique. uget ard w7t 34 (foar i) fSrer I TR dohie & -1 ST ¢
The most important and difficult steps were taken before the dawn of history. g=a
Tyl 9T HieA weH S 3Rie % 369 d Ugd feram mar At what stage language began is not known, but we
may be pretty certain that it began very gradually. (§5gar & faem &) fog =0 & 91 %1 3¢9 g3, I8 91
& &, Afoe e 9 ffEa 9 geha ¢ o I 9ga 9R-¥R g gam | Without it, it would have been very difficult
to hand on from generation to generation the inventions and discoveries that were gradually made.
35 o1 a1 SIfTshR 3R @1 ST R R R 770 Wit R Wit 1 eI el 98 oA el @t

Another great step, ue& gavt e =01, which may have come either before or after the
beginning of language, was the utilization of fire. ST Mg WTST &I YT | Uee! AT 916 H STR—T G &l 4T ST
&1 39 | suppose that 7= @mr @ fo at first gama # fire was chiefly used to keep away wild beasts @t
& JANT &4 ¥9 T STTell Sad ol g8 W@ o foiq forar smar gm while our ancestors slept, Sia gark gat ar 2iit
but the warmth must have been found agreeable. o a 3w & 7t & oft wead & g Presumably on some
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occasion a child got scolded for throwing the meat into the fire, ¥aq: Ft FUR I &l SIFT & 77 therd
9T gier 77 ot 27 but when it was taken out it was found to be much better, & 5/ =@ 3w 8 fHeren T @
3 (wmg ) =ga sres @0 g and so the long history of cookery began. 3R 28 Te @1 4 &1 & 2fie™
Y=gl

The taming of domestic animals, especially the cow and the sheep, must have made
life much pleasanter and more secure. ¥ SRt &1 UTerq I, foRIy &9 § T3 37K 9, 31aRd & (714 %)
Sfied &1 9ga gEgH i rf9e gefea o faam @1 Some anthropologists have an attractive theory that
the utility of domestic animals was not foreseen, &= Fafasfas & UG UF A4 fAgR & & o A
&1 yanT g4 feia w2t o1 but that people attempted to tame whatever animal their religion taught them
to worship. 9= @Rl = 37 SIHat 3 UTel T ST {3 g ST off STHadt &1 38 96 A Yo <4 &l Jarar 911 The
tribes that worshiped lions and crocodiles died out, at Semfeat o 3 T oIk FRE=st i go i o, 7T g,
while those to whom the cow or the sheep was a sacred animal prospered. siafe at (STenfar) e fay
g a1 9 U ufad ax] o gu= & a1 | like this theory, and in the entire absence of evidence, for or against
it, 72 e fogia aresT avTan €, ofR &t off gt aee @ for uey ofR fouey & Tt & (39 &% uer & 1S gag &, 7139 & faug
¥ g gga 8) | feel at liberty to play with it. & 28 @3 ¥ @i Tegg w1 € (FfF TS0 F g H 2 gaa &, 7
29 & faug & 1 gad 8)

Even more important than the domestication of animals was the invention of
agriculture, STa% @t urelq §9H & oft 31f9e Agayy U @ snfawer @ which, however, introduced
bloodthirsty practices into religion Sit a=1ft =t wemst &1 o5 & wrere amar that lasted for many centuries.
(aTR) st %2 afeat a= geran & Fertility rites tended to involve human sacrifice and cannibalism. ar=
FHe % fol Rl ST arel Ioi ure it Farst A \ia & afel a1 REI0T &l 9 o ford (37 el o (ol TaeTe RIg) &l
Ffergr fear s @) Moloch would not help the corn to grow unless he was allowed to feast on the blood
of children. Hielie: (T 9T St s 1 dfel @icll °T) e i e ek SUsl H Hgg el hUTl e e (o 36 Il o G
%1 ETg = =erar Arg | A similar opinion was adopted by the Evangelicals of Manchester in the early days
of industrialism, SrTarg & YEamch fgat § AeRe  garoridaed (FarE 93 &1 T UY) g1 38t oig 6 Tard &
srqran T o when they kept six-year-old children working twelve to fourteen hours a day, 519 3 ©g
gufa T=t 1 fo7 H SR @ digg ¥e &M #2449, in conditions that caused most of them to die. =7 gad &
FROT 39 H ¥ Afgerax & 71 gean It has now been discovered that grain will grow, and cotton goods can
be manufactured, without being watered by the blood of infants. sr& ag war =< e 2 f& 31T F7m, 3k
FUTY & G 1 Ao fomar S aear &, Rgpel % @ @i g2an agre famn | In the case of the grain, the discovery
took thousands of years; in the case of the cotton goods hardly a century. Wit @1 sTfasRR A & gt
el o7 77T (WR) <A o T 91 ol @it H ikehel o Tk a1 @it SO perhaps there is some evidence of progress
in the world. dr <meg gfrT & w1 3 e waToT € (M98 3T & Tl &1 O 98a 1 2)

The last of the great pre-historic inventions was the art of writing, gd ¥feefs snfasrRt
# 4 sifom A snfasert o+ i &ar &f, which was indeed a pre-requisite of history. st arca # sfie™ &
sy o | writing, like speech, developed gradually, s & smm it ik asrg (eifeea) & amar and in the
form of pictures designed to convey a message it was probably as old as speech, afiz faa grr (srot ara)
1 GAR FA Y el Iat & g & St amarbut from pictures to syllable writing and thence to the alphabet
was a very slow evolution. @fe fera oram & g e 9k (fFR) et & 9ot eraa fSrgeht i faehrg it it oft 1 In
China the last step was never taken. == & sifcm ==or (qoT vg) @i Foft &t rg=man a7 (e1ret oft <= wrar
JUTHTEAT &7 21 Sfees g o1 TN & @ - =t srar § evmet 30,000 &g &1 s g &
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